
Worthy Brothers,

May in Amador County; beautiful isn’t it.  Wildflowers are in full 
bloom, nature’s critters are coming out into the open, …  but what I 
wish to talk about here is the holiday we celebrate at the end of 
this month: Memorial Day.  For most people the last Monday in 
May is the unofficial start of the summer season.  Schools are 
winding down their year, proms are either in full force or have 
recently been concluded, high school and college seniors are 
preparing to enter into their life’s next adventure.  And of course a 
three (maybe four) day weekend.

But what does Memorial day really mean to us Americans.  This day was originally called 
Decoration Day.  “General Order No.11” by General John Logan, national commander of the Grand 
Army of the Republic on 5 May 1898, created the order which read in part, “The 30th of May, 1868 is 
designated for the purpose of strewing with flowers or otherwise decorating the graves of comrades 
who died in the defense of their country…”

This day was to honor all those who had died in service to our country and was borne out of the 
Civil War where 500,000 Americans died and were buried in almost every town in the United States.  
This date was chosen because it was not the anniversary of any particular battle.

By 1890, all the northern states recognized the holiday, the southern states refused to 
acknowledge it until after World War I when the day was changed from honoring the Civil War dead to 
honoring American soldiers who died in all wars.  To this day the south honor their Confederate war 
dead on different days.

On the first Decoration Day, General James Garfield, spoke at the new Arlington National 
Cemetery and 5000 participants decorated 20,000 graves of both Union and Confederate soldiers 
buried there.  The National Holiday Act of 1971 designated the last Monday in May as Memorial Day.

In 1915, inspired by the poem “In Flanders Field”, Moina Michael wrote the following poem: “We 
cherish too, the Poppy red, That grows on fields where valor led, It seems to signal to the skies, That 
blood of heroes never dies.”

To all our veterans, thank you all for the sacrifices you and your families have made for this great 
nation.

Pax Christi vobiscum.

Mark Koenig
Grand Knight
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Grand Knight’s Message. . .

Two new members and a great dinner 
highlight the month… See page 5
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Council Minutes:
By David Sanders

The meeting was called to order on 
April 11, 2017 by Grand Knight (GK) 
Mark Koenig. Guests DD Rich and Field 
Agent Bronson were present at the 
meeting. Roll call followed our Chaplin 
leading us in the opening prayer. All 
officers were present. The Warden led us 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

The minutes were approved as 
published in the Amador Knights with 
corrections noted. Item number 5 of the 
Programs Director Report was incorrect. 
It should have read that K of C Council 
1849 shall help the Sacred Heart 
Leadership Committee serve an omelet 
breakfast on May 21, 2017. 

Membership Report
The Counci l has rece ived an 

application and approved applicant Eric 
Burns as a potential member. A First 
Degree Exemplification is scheduled for 
Mr. Burns and Mr.  Tylor tonight. The 
m e m b e r s h i p c o m m i t t e e i s i n 
communication with several other 
potential members.

Fr. Arlon was presented with a Life 
Membership card. 

At th i s t ime , a F i r s t Degree 
Exemplification began for Mr. Eric 
Burns and Mr. Dwain Taylor.

Chancellor Report
No report   

www.kofc-1849.org



Only one edition left until the Council will need a 
new editor/publisher for the Amador Knights.  
Please volunteer.  Email Br. Nick at 
news@kofc-1849.org.   
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A message from the District Deputy…
Worthy Brothers,

Gosh time flies; it seems just yesterday I sent my first letter to you.  
Hard to believe it has been seven years, two as your District Warden 
and four as your District Deputy.  On July 1, 2017 I term-out as your 
Deputy, not that I want to but the rule book says no more than four 
years.  I will be leaving you with a heavy heart as new District 
Deputy in Steven Morse takes my place.  He is a member of the 
Placerville Council.  He is a good man and I think you will like him.  
Please work with him as his goals like mine are to make your 
councils successful.

I will save all the teary goodbyes to my last letter in June.  I took a 
different approach in my newsletter articles from all the other District 
Deputies.  Most write about upcoming events, what you must achieve 
for District, Chapter, State, and Supreme, and thank you to Knights 
in action.  But I found those things were better related through your 
GK, DGK, FS, and Membership Chairmen.  I also found that your 
Newsletter Editors were on the ball with playing up events, thank 
you articles and the general information you all needed.

So I focused my articles on history, patriotism, leadership. 
religious points of interest, charity, places of interest, etc.  I thought it 
would be of greater interest than repeating what someone else 
already said in your newsletters.

If there are or were  any articles you especially loved and wish to 
keep all 7 years are up on the District Website at
http://www.SierraMorning.com/district008 under editorials until the 
last day of June, then they become a piece of history like myself.  

After that, if you still want to read my thoughts, I am a guest 
columnist for the Martinez News Gazette http://martinezgazette.com 
and you will find an article there from me every month or two.  The 
stories vary but are normally on history.  

Where to next in this drive in the honor to serve and in delivering 
the promise?  As you know the District is starting a new council at 
Saint James Church in Georgetown.  Our new District Deputy will 
have his hands full with his new job and the new council will need 
much hand holding in their first year.  So I will be transferring to the 
new council in its first year to do all I can to make it successful.

I was honored in my home town last month by the City of 
Martinez, the Martinez Chamber of Commerce and the California 
State Assembly.  I had spent my first 30 years of my life dedicated to 
community service and helping others and now my last 32 years 
doing the same here.  Trying to give back for all the blessings I have 
received in my life.  I have been involved in far more causes and 
organizations than what you know me for in the Knights.  The award 
was the “Service without Borders” award.  It is unique in that it 
honors people who do not live in Martinez but still contribute in 
important ways to Martinez and their new community.

As I received the award I kept thinking if only my parents were 
here with the rest of my relatives, friends and classmates.  It would 
have made them so proud, even in their death it is so important for 
me to feel they are proud of their boy.  But I know they have always 
been proud as I have always honored them.   Death may take our 
loved ones, but love transcends death. Love never dies.  I saw and 
felt the love in my eyes of my wonderful wife and daughter watching 
me receive the awards that evening.

Yours in Delivering the Promise,
David A. Rich,
District Deputy
California District 8

Prayer List:
! Don Armstrong
! Joan Calvin
! Bill Gaffey
! Joe Mathews
! Shirley Palsak
! Cindy Perez
! Kay Placido
! Dorothy Reno
! David Rich
! Rose and Cathrine Savino
! Judy Simoni
! Nancy Shortino

If any member knows of another member or a family 
member who is sick or in distress, please call Dolores 
Swift at 209 223-1310.  Also, Dolores will be retiring 
as Prayer List Coordinator and would like someone to 
take over this position.  Please call or email her at: 
dolores.swift@kofc-1849.org.

Special Dates
Sarah Powers Birthday May 1st 
Jane and Nick Ragusano Anniversary May 2nd 
Loraine Simas Birthday May 6th 
Kevin Darr Birthday May 8th 
Dolores Swift Birthday May 8th 
Fr. Alfredo Africa Birthday May 12th

Cholly Walsh Birthday May 18th 
Deanna Lennox Birthday May 19th 
David Payne Birthday May 25th

Barbara Garcia Birthday May 29th 
Marilyn Nutter Birthday May 29th 

For your information…

Dinners for meetings:

mailto:news@kofc-1849.org
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http://www.SierraMorning.com/district008
http://martinezgazette.com
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Grand Knight Report
GK Koenig provided an update on the 

Shield the Vulnerable finger printing. Thirty 
Knights or wives of Knights completed the 
regulations.

Members will have an opportunity to 
address the parish at every Mass to discuss 
Founders Day. The weekend of May 13 and 
14 will be proposed. 

A check was presented to the ARC and six 
members were present for the occasion.

The State Convention is fast approaching 
and DD Rich was a logical candidate and is 
willing and able to attend for the Council.   

During the May Business Meeting there 
will be a special presentation. Details will be 
given at the next meeting and included in the 
May minutes. 

 
Chaplain Report

The Chaplain report was given prior to the 
First Degree.

Fr. Arlon invites all to open our hearts and 
doors to the weak and poor and to experience 
fully the Risen Lord this Easter. 

Communications
None this month

Treasurer Report
There is currently $9,374.33 in the 

checking account.

Financial Secretary Report
Reading of the Bills.

Income
Dues $118.95
50/50 $4 
Finger printing $170
Dinner $42 
Rib dinner $830

Disbursements
 
[not available at this time]
Name badges can be ordered for spouses. 

The cost is $11.00 See Brother Birmingham 
if you are interested.

Vocations
No report  

Programs Director Report 
1. The Family Potluck on March 21 was 

well attended with 30 people at the gathering.
2. The annual Parish Retreat is set for April 

29, 2017.  The Council will coordinate with 
the Parish Men's Club to offer help setting 
up, tearing down and hosting lunch. Bob 
Strazzo and Tim Knittel will work to make 
sure there are men assigned to help. At least 
two volunteers are needed at 2:00 on April 28 
to set up and two volunteers are needed in the 
morning on the 29th to help in hospitality.    

3. There will be a Rosary before Mass at 
SKD on April 30, 2017. Please arrive at 8:45 
and be prepared to begin reciting the rosary 
at 9:00.  

4. Volunteers are needed at the omelet 
breakfast located at Sacred Heart Church 
after the 8am mass on May 21. 

6. June 10 is the scheduled date of the car 
show and a co-chair is needed to help in the 
planning of this big event. Sponsorships are 
still being accepted.

7. Tickets are still available for the April 
22 rib dinner, approximately 210 are in 
circulation.

8. The Fair Oaks Festival is scheduled for 
May 7 and volunteers will be needed.

9. A parish appreciation dinner is 
scheduled in June. Details to follow.

Church Director Report 
More than 50 people enjoyed soup after 

the Stations of the Cross on March 24. Thank 
you to all who provided the dinner.

On Thursday, June 22 at Sacred Heart 
Church there is scheduled to be a 70th 
Ordination Mass anniversary celebration to 
honor Father Relihan, Pastor Emeritus. 
Bishop Soto is scheduled to attend the 5:00 
service that evening. 

Community Director Report
No Report
    

Unfinished Business 
No unfinished business

New Business
The bills were approved to be paid. 

Insurance Agent Report 
No report

District Deputy Report  
Several candidates were interviewed to fill 

the District Deputy position for 2018 and DD 
Dave Rich announced that Steven Morris 
shall begin service on July 11th.

On July 6 there is a Chapter meeting in 
Yuba City.

T h e r e i s a 2 n d a n d 3 r d D e g r e e 
Exemplification in Marysville on June 2nd 
and 3rd.

At the end of June DD Rich retires his 
position as DD, a party is planned and all are 
invited to attend on July 1st. Festivities begin 
at noon and lunch shall be served at 1:30. 
Call Brother Rich at 530-644-6168 to RSVP 
and get directions.

Good of the Order
Please keep the following people in your 

prayers: Repose of the soul of Mary 
Zobralski, Jim Powell, Curt Calvin, Norm 
Vogt, Jaime Garcia’s Mother,  Judy Finch, 
Father George Thomas, Bob Burns, Francis 
Mummy, and Mary Millar. Pray also for Bob 
Sweeny, Dorothy Wahl, Dorothy Reno,  the 
family of Joan Calvin, Richard Holgate, the 
Garcia family, Stan Blosk, Kay Placido, Pam 
Edwards, Jack Quinn, the Millar family, 
Alfredo, Marie Klemm, Coleen Justi, Vincent 
Smith, Steve Cunoe, Francis Mundry, Ed 
Tolsdorf, Ken Martin, Molly Kohlschreiber, 
Patricia Condon, Henry Riley, Dave Rich, 
Jon Wheat, Judy Simoni, Chollli Walsh, 
Holly H, Mrs. Greene, Joe Matthews, Mrs. 

The Field Agent’s Corner. . .

Ways to Pay for Whole Life

We live in a world of options and we 
are constantly bombarded by choices. 
Some of these make our lives more 
complicated, but many of these 
choices are created with our 
satisfaction in mind.

At the Knights of Columbus, every 
product we offer has been designed 
solely for the benefit of our members 
and their families. When I present an 
option to you, it’s because a team of 
experts has discussed it at length to be 
certain it serves your best interest.

We have a few options on how you 
can provide and pay for the whole life 
coverage that your family needs. Many 
whole life policies call for premiums to 
be paid for your entire life or to age 
100. But we also offer permanent life 
coverage with guaranteed cash values 
(and the potential to earn dividends, 
which are not guaranteed) through 
policies that offer a limited period of 
premium payments.

First, we offer “10 Pay Life” and “20 
Pay Life.” Consider paying premiums 
for 10 or 20 years, and never having to 
pay for the coverage again. The plan is 
“paid up” and no more premiums are 
due. The plan stays in force, the death 
benefit remains intact and the 
guaranteed cash value continues to 
grow.

A plan with similar benefits is “Life 
Paid Up at 65.” The difference over 10 
or 20 Pay Life plans is that this 
permanent product requires you to pay 
premiums until age 65. Then, 
premiums stop (just in time for 
retirement), but the plan remains in 
force.

Finally, the ultimate in limited pay is 
our Single Premium Life product. 
Imagine buying life insurance —

Continued on page 4

Council Minutes continued from page 1

Andretti, Bill Gaffey, Linda Knock and Mary 
Vogt. 

Lecturer Report
No report

Chaplain's Summation
All present recited a Prayer for Vocations.

GK closed the meeting.

Respectfully submitted by David Sanders



Jesus, drawing from the words of the 
Old Testament, taught that his disciples 
should “love the Lord, your God,  with all 
your heart, with all your soul, and with all 
your mind,” and that each one of us should 
“love your neighbor as yourself.” In the 
worship of the Church we work in 
communion with one another, to love God 
entirely. And in sacred liturgy, God, who 
loves us,  strengthens us to love him more 
perfectly and to love our neighbors 
selflessly and generously.

In worship, we are sanctified – made 
holy – by the grace of union with Christ’s 
life, death, and resurrection. In sacred 
worship, we are configured to Christ; we 
offer our lives in union with his great act 
of selfless love on the cross, and thus we 
are formed to love the world as he does. 
For this reason,  the Second Vatican 
Council taught that sacred worship of God 
is “the summit toward which the activity 
of the Church is directed at the same time 
it is the font from which all her power 
flows.”

In heaven, we will join the saints and 
angels in an eternal and perfect act of 
worship. This is the destiny for which God 
made us. In heaven, we will proclaim the 
words of the prophets and the psalmist, 
hear the voice of God and, through 
worship, share a loving communion with 
Christ himself – the incarnate Word of 
God.

Worship is an expression of our love and 
fidelity to God, and a mystical union with 
his Word, who, as St. John the Evangelist 
says, “is God, and is with God.”

Worship matters. And because worship 
is a communion with the Word of God, the 
words we use in sacred worship matter 
too. 

This week, the Church celebrates the 
1 6 t h a n n i v e r s a r y o f L i t u r g i a m 
authenticam, an instruction of the Church 
issued to guide the translation of liturgical 

texts toward the “full, conscious, and active 
participation” of all Catholics in sacred 
worship, by calling for renewed attention to 
the importance of every word we speak and 
hear when we worship God. 

Liturgiam authenticam reminded the 
Church that when we pray together, in 
liturgical acts of worship, we draw our 
prayers from the words of Sacred Scripture, 
revealed by God, and from the tradition of 
the saints and martyrs who have come before 
us, and witnessed in their lives and in their 
wisdom the importance of our common 
liturgical prayer. The instruction taught that 
the words and expressions of our liturgy 
must be “endowed with those qualities by 
which the sacred mysteries of salvation and 
the indefectible faith of the Church are 
efficaciously transmitted by means of human 
language to prayer, and worthy worship is 
offered to God the Most High.”

Liturgical worship does much more than 
simply deliver information about God. It 
forms our hearts and our minds and our 
imaginations, to give us a keen sense of the 
supernatural in our midst.  Liturgical worship, 
in a very real way, transcends time and 
space; it takes us from this world, and puts us 
in contact with the divine.

There is an ancient maxim in the Church’s 
life – lex orandi, lex credenda – the norms of 
our prayers are the norms of our beliefs. 
Sacred liturgy teaches the faith, because its 
words take root in our hearts. Liturgiam 
authenticam reminded the Church that 
because we believe as we pray, our prayers 
must be absolutely faithful to the deposit of 
faith which we have been given. We are 
formed for holiness by the words of the 
liturgy when they faithfully transmit the 
revelation of the living Word of God, Jesus 
Christ.  

The fruit of Liturgiam authenticam was a 
new English translation of the Roman 
Missal,  the official prayer book of the Mass, 
which the Church began praying five years 

ago. This new translation of the Mass strove 
to express the words of sacred liturgy clearly, 
directly, and faithfully – not introducing 
interpretations or innovations,  but drawing 
directly from Scripture and the Church’s 
ancient tradition, so that our worship might 
clearly reveal and teach the faith,  and so that 
we might express our love of God in union 
with the saints who have come before us. 

As the Church celebrates the gift of 
Liturgiam authenticam, we have an occasion 
to give thanks to God for the “truths that 
transcend the limits of time and space,” 
which are proclaimed by the Church in 
sacred worship. We have occasion to give 
thanks to God that through sacred worship, 
“the Holy Spirit leads the Christian faithful 
into all truth and causes the word of Christ to 
dwell abundantly within them.” Together, we 
have occasion to give thanks that God has 
given us a foretaste of eternity, which frees 
us, and transforms us, and sanctifies us, so 
that we can love the Lord, now and forever, 
with all our hearts, souls, and minds, in the 
gift of sacred worship.
Bishop James D. Conley is Bishop of 
Lincoln Diocese of Nebraska
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Sacred Music
By Bishop James D. Conley 

ecause we are Catholic, sacred liturgical worship should be at 
the center of our lives. 
  Jesus Christ is present among us in the Church’s sacred 
worship. In the mystery of Holy Mass, we are present to the 

Paschal mystery, the sacrifice of Christ’s death on Calvary. Our liturgical worship is a foretaste of the 
heavenly liturgy, and expresses our love for God. We are made, literally, to worship God.

From the editor/publisher of Amador Knights: This and the next issue of Amador Knights will conclude our work on 
the newsletter.  We are seeking another member or several members to take over the monthly work.  We can assist in 
the transition and supply layout templates.  Please let us know soon if you are willing to take on this important work of 
the Council.  Email us at news@kofc-1849.org or nragusano@kofc-1849.org.  

Nicholas A Ragusano, Jr.
Editor/Publisher
Jane Ragusano
Associate Editor

Continued from page 3
permanent life insurance — and only 
paying one single premium? It’s 
possible.

To learn more about these products, 
our long-term care insurance, disability 
income or retirement products, please 
call me today.

I’m at 530-503-7473 or 
greg.bronson@kofc.org.  
Call me – let’s talk.

Sincerely, 
Greg Bronson 

B

mailto:news@kofc-1849.org
mailto:news@kofc-1849.org
mailto:nragusano@kofc-1849.org
mailto:nragusano@kofc-1849.org


On April 11, 2017, during the 
regular business meeting of the 
Council, two new brothers were 
honored with membership in the 
Knights of Columbus.

In the photo above, on the left, is 
Eric Burns.  On the right is Duane 
Tyler.  Both received the First 
Degree of the Order.

 In doing so, they now 
become par t of a 
Brotherhood of 15,342 
c o u n c i l s a n d 1 . 9 
m i l l i o n m e m b e r s 
throughout the United 
States, Canada, the 
Philippines, Mexico, 
Poland, the Dominican 
Republic, Puerto Rico, 
Panama, the Bahamas, 
the Virgin Islands, 
Cuba , Gua temala , 
G u a m , S a i p a n , 
Lithuania, Ukraine, 
and South Korea.
 Both have indicated 
their desire to become 
very active in Amador 

County Council 1849 and in the St. 
Katharine Drexel Parish Community.

Welcome to both gentlemen.  And 
congratulations to them on their 
membership.
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Welcome two new members The Officers of Council 1849

Grand Knight Mark Koenig
Chaplain Rev. Arlon 
 Vergara OSA
Deputy G.K. Joe Trassare
Chancellor Tim Burr
Warden John Doner
Treasurer Alfredo Ornelas
Recorder Dave Sanders
Advocate Nick Ragusano
Inside Guard Robbert Strazzo
Outside Guard Charlie Esola
Trustees
 Three Year Paul Neasbitt
 Two Year Dennis Shortino
 One Year Ed Reno

Lecturer Tony Campoy
Financial Sec. Jim Birmingham
Dist. Deputy David Rich
Field Agent Greg Bronson

All Council Officers (except Br. 
Charlie Esola) can be reached by 
email.  Use the first letter of their 
first name, the entire last name, 
followed by: @kofc-1849.org.

Sample: mkoenig@kofc-1849.org

Over 200 attend annual rib dinner
Saturday evening, April 22nd, the fellowship hall at 
St. Kathrine Drexel was filled with over 200 
diners, for the annual rib dinner.  With 
music by Jack Magee and the bar hosted 
by the SKD Men’s Club, all settled in for 
an evening of fun and good food.

The bar was very busy from the 
moment the dinner guests began coming 
in to the end of the evening.

A moment of silence was held for 
NormVogt and grace was given by Fr. 
Larry.  Then, led by Br. Joe Trassare, 
tables were called to the serving line.

Later in the evening, Br. Jack Magee’s 
music led to several people getting up 
and dancing--including the Council’s Chaplain, Fr. 
Arlon Vergara [see inset photo].

The evening finished off with a silent auction 
for items donated by the families of 
the Council.  These included an original 
painting by Jenny Dobbs and an unique 
bookcase in the shape of a row boat.
  Much thanks also go to the Junior 
Grange of Fiddletown, whose members 
assisted the serving of food and 
bussing tables after the dinner.  This 
was their second time the group 
participated, and they did a fantastic 
job.
  Br. Tony Campoy’s barbecued ribs 

were a hit, with many diners coming back for 
seconds.



Calendar of Events. . . May • 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
5:30 Officers 
Meeting

3 4 5
Cinco de 

Mayo

6

7
Fourth

Sunday of
Easter

8 9
5:30 Dinner
6:30 Meeting

10 11 12 13

14
Fifth Sunday of

Easter

Mothers Day

15 16 17 18 19 20
Armed Forces 

Day

21
Sixth 

Sunday of
Easter

22 23 24 25 26 27

28
Seventh

Sunday of
Easter

29
Memorial

Day

30 31
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Visit the Council’s Website at
www.kofc-1849.org
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