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North Tanawanda, New York, was my 
birthplace and home, until I joined the 
Air Force as a nurse. I attended Catholic 
schools, finishing with the Sisters of 
Mercy and Jesuits in Buffalo, New York. 
The Air Force was a good choice for me, 
as I had brothers in the Army, Navy and 
Marines. 

I have traveled extensively. After New 
York, I lived in Alabama, Texas, Washing-
ton, Florida, Japan, Oregon and California. 

I arrived in Pioneer six months ago, after 
living in Selma, Oregon, for 28 years. After 
being widowed, I wanted to be closer to 
my sons in Roseville and Galt. I have four 
sons, eight grandchildren and one great-
grandson, with another due in May. 

My second son joined the heavenly choir 
in 1996, at the age of 31. My husband 
joined him in 2015. My third son has a 
debilitating health condition, so we have 
joined three homes into one, here in 
Pioneer. He had lived near me in Oregon. 

We are so happy here, and I am thrilled 
to be a member of the St. Katharine 
Drexel Parish and the OLOP church. Soon 
you may see me as an Extraordinary 
Minister of the Eucharist at OLOP, and 
helping in other capacities.  Thanks to all 
who have made me feel so welcome here. 

KNOW YOUR PARISHIONERS LENT 
This year, Lent begins on February 26 (Ash Wednesday) and ends on 
Holy Saturday, April 11. 

Lent is a solemn religious observance in the liturgical calendar that 
begins on Ash Wednesday and ends approximately six weeks later on 
Holy Saturday, the day before Easter Sunday. The purpose of Lent is to 
prepare us for Easter through prayer, doing penance, mortifying the flesh, 
repentance of sins, almsgiving, and denial of ego. Many of us also add a 
Lenten spiritual discipline, such as reading a daily devotional or praying 
or attending the Friday evening Stations of the Cross, to draw ourselves 
near to God. At the end of Lent, we celebrate the highest of the high holy 
days, the joyful celebration of Easter. 

AN OLOP MINI-REUNION IN ORLANDO, FLORIDA 

A mini-reunion of OLOP parishioners, both past and present, recently 
took place in Orlando, Florida. In the photo below, going around the table 
clockwise from the left are Samuel Raymond Trassare, his mother, 
Harmony Waugh Trassare, Joan Alimonti, Judy Christopoulos (who 
moved, with her husband Paul, from OLOP to Orlando in 2012), LTCDR 
Samuel Trassare (serving at Naval Air Station Jacksonville), Tony 
Alimonti, Bobby Trassare (age 4. wearing the blue cap), Santa Cecilia 
Trassare and Korissa King (Joan's great-granddaughter). The pizza was 
great, as was the beer. 
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OUR LADY OF THE PINES 
SOCIETY 

Ron Burns, President 

Happy “2020” to all. I 

sincerely hope you had 
a wonderful holiday 
season and are raring 
to go back to work for 
your church. The first 
project on our agenda 
is the reinstitution of 
our famous St. Pat-

rick’s Day Dinner. This successful 
fundraiser is scheduled for March 
14th with a back-up date of March 
21st in the event of snow. We are 
very fortunate to have Steve Routt 
as our main cook once again and we 
will be looking for a staff of workers 
to assist Steve in preparing the meal. 
As in past years, the fundraiser will 
include a superbly prepared meal, a 
well decorated hall, lots of baskets 
and other prizes for a raffle and of 
course a bar. There will be many 
opportunities to assist in putting on 
the event and these will be included 
with signups after Mass beginning in 
late January to early February. 

As I’m sure you have noticed, a safety 
railing has been installed between 
the church and Haran Hall. Please 
use it to assist in walking to the hall, 
especially during periods of inclem-
ent weather. Many kudos to Shirley 
Blancett for the beautiful decora-
tions in the Church, including the 
new Nativity Scene. I’m told that the 
incredible creche was built by her 
brother-in-law, Mark Martin — 
thank you Mark! Hope to see all the 
familiar faces and some new ones as 
well at future OLOP meetings; 
usually on the first Wednesday of 
each month. Until then, God bless 
you and your loved ones. 

RON BURNS 
President 

YMI:  OLOP’S 
CATHOLIC MEN’S CLUB 

Come and Join the Brotherhood 
Phil Fondale 

On Veterans Day, November 11, the 
Brothers again placed and retrieved 
the large United States flags that lined 
the long driveway at Pioneer Ceme-
tery. It was an honor to do this. 

In November we had our “Hour of 
Memory” where we remembered our 
deceased Brothers from our Council. 
At the service, conducted by Brother 
Deacon Jaime, we heard from the 
YMI Grand President, Brother Mike 
Thissen, who made a long journey in 
order to join us. A dinner followed in 
the hall where Brothers, wives, and 
friends joined in fellowship. 

Catholic graduating high school 
students from Amador County need 
to pay attention because our Council 
will soon decide if a scholarship is to 
be offered again. 

We look forward to the coming year 
and all the activities and surprises it 
will entail. 

Our meeting night is the fourth 
Wednesday of the month at 5:30 PM 
in Haran Hall. All men of the parish 
are welcome to come and enjoy the 
fellowship of our monthly dinner and 
short business meeting. 

The main purpose of our council is to 
give the Catholic men of OLOP and 
the surrounding area the opportunity 
to get together, strengthen their faith, 
have fellowship, and help our parish 
and community. We hope to see our 
fellow Catholic men and future 
brothers at our next meeting. 

The Young Men’s Institute was 
founded in 1883, and Our Lady of the 
Pines Council #137 is proud to be a 
part of this national organization. 

SUNSHINE MINISTRY 
Joanne Fitzpatrick 

We are all reminded to 
call Joanne (295-7387) 
when and if we wish to 
have a card sent to 
someone who needs a touch of sun-
shine in his or her life. She would 
also like to know of any special birth-
day or anniversary. 

If you have misplaced an item and 
think you may have lost it at Our 
Lady of the Pines, please check with 
the Sacristan before or after Sunday 
Mass. We have a few items that have 
gone unclaimed for quite awhile. A 
magnifying glass, an earring, and a 
hair clip are among the items.   
Please be prepared to describe your 
lost item. 

MAINTENANCE 
Ted Novelli 

Everyone: Please drive and walk with 
winter conditions in mind. The park-
ing lot is sometimes slippery. Be 
aware of what you are on walking on. 
Please use the handrails in winter. 

NEW CRECHE (NATIVITY) 
Connie Wright 

Seen at Our Lady of the Pines this 
past Christmas season was a new 
nativity set, a generous gift from an 
anonymous donor. Many thanks to 
our benefactor! The figures are made 
of a high-quality and colorful resin. 
The wooden stable was carefully 
crafted by Mark Martin, brother-in-
law of Shirley Blancett.  We have 
Shirley to thank for keeping our 
church environment in sync with the 
liturgical seasons with such beauty 
and tasteful flair. God’s gifts to us are 
indeed many. 
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EATING AT JOAN’S HOUSE 
Joan Alimonti 

Cream of Zucchini Soup 

IN A SAUCEPAN: 
1 cup zucchini, diced 
¼ onion, chopped 
3 packets chicken broth & seasoning 
mix 
½ cup celery, finely diced 
½ bay leaf 
¼ tsp. garlic powder 

Cover and cook over low heat for 10 
minutes, stirring occasionally. 

Add 2½ cups water, cover, bring to a 
boil, then simmer 10 minutes. 
Remove bay leaf and place mixture in 
blender jar and pure e. 
Return to saucepan and bring to a 
boil.   Reduce heat. 

ADD: 
1 cup plain yogurt, 1 tsp. Worcester-
shire sauce, dash each of nutmeg and 
thyme. 
Salt and pepper, to taste. 

Heat through; do not boil. 

AND SPEAKING OF SOUPS . . . 

With Lent just around the corner, 
beginning on Ash Wednesday, 
February 26, our Lenten Soup 
Suppers will once again be served 
following each Friday’s Stations of 
the Cross. Stations are scheduled to 
begin Friday, February 28. They 
usually begin at 5:30 PM, but watch 
for confirming announcements 
coming soon. 

All are welcome to join us in Haran 
Hall for this simple meatless meal. 
Freewill donations benefit the 
Interfaith Food Bank. Many thanks to 
Sue Perrine for coordinating this 
ministry each year. 

WE NEED A 
PHOTOGRAPHER 

Do you have skills with a 
camera?  If so, please 
contact Ray Waugh at 

295-1217 or ray_waugh@juno.com. 

LENTEN Q & A 
©LPi 

Question: 
Is Ash Wednesday a holy day of 
obligation? 

Answer: 
Despite the often packed churches, 
you may be surprised to hear that 
the answer is no! Holy days of 
obligation commemorate a particular 
event (such as the birth of Christ at 
Christmas) or celebrate particular 
people (such as Mary’s Immaculate 
Conception or the feast of All Saints). 
Ash Wednesday is a day of penance, 
fasting, and abstinence to begin the 
season of Lent. In a sense, it focuses 
on a concept rather than something 
particular and concrete.  

Of course, repentance ought to be 
reflected in particular, concrete 
ways! That’s one of the reasons that 
attending Mass on Ash Wednesday is 
a very good idea. It marks the 
beginning of a solemn season of 
penance. Despite all its comparisons 
to the desert, Lent can be very 
fruitful for our spiritual growth! 
Beginning this season with the 
celebration of Mass and the recep-
tion of ashes is a sign of our commit-
ment to God and to spiritual growth. 

Question: 
Why do we place ashes on our 
forehead each Ash Wednesday? 

Answer: 
Ashes are rich in spiritual symbol-
ism. We recall in the second chapter 
of Genesis, when the human person 
is fashioned “out of the dust of the 
ground” and receives the breath of 
life (Genesis 2:7). In death, a person 
returns to the ground from which we 
came. The ancient Hebrews used 
ashes as a sign of repentance, 
reminding themselves that God is 
God and we are not.  

As the minister places ashes on our 
forehead, we hear either “remember 
that you are dust and unto dust you 
shall return” or “turn away from sin 
and be faithful to the Gospel.” When 
we receive ashes, we remember our 
own mortality. We’re reminded that 
we have limited time on this earth 

and we ought to make the best use of 
it that we can! People are in need of 
love, care, and compassion. We all 
need to continually rediscover the 
love of God. The Gospel invites every 
person in every stage of life to 
encounter and imitate Jesus here and 
now. The forty days of Lent are the 
perfect time to assess our own 
awareness of these realities. 

Question: 
Who invented the Stations of the 
Cross? 

Answer: 
The first Stations of the Cross were 
walked by Jesus himself on the way 
to Calvary. Known as the "Via 
Dolorosa" ("The Way of Suffering") 
or the "Via Crucis" ("The Way of the 
Cross"), it was marked out from the 
earliest times and was a traditional 
walk for pilgrims who came to 
Jerusalem. The early Christians in 
Jerusalem would walk the same 
pathway that Jesus walked, pausing 
for reflection and prayer. Later, 
when Christians could not travel to 
the Holy Land, artistic depictions of 
"The Way of the Cross" were set up 
in churches, or outside and Chris-
tians would walk from station to 
station, reading the Gospel account 
of the Passion, or simply praying and 
reflecting on each event. While the 
content or place of each station had 
changed, the intention was to make a 
mini-pilgrimage and follow--literally-
-in the footsteps of Jesus. 

This devotion became better known 
in the Middle Ages, and the Francis-
cans are credited with its spread. 
Lent is a time when many people 
make the Stations and some churches 
present Passion plays or Living 
Stations. But anyone can pray the 
Stations at any time. It is a simple and 
personal reflection on the passion of 
Jesus and what it means to us. 
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OLOP MEETINGS 
Our Lady Of the Pines Society meets on the 
first Wednesday of every month. A potluck 
dinner begins at 5 PM and the meeting starts at 
6 PM. All parishioners of OLOP are members of 
the Society. There are no dues. We welcome 
your participation and look forward to seeing 
some new faces at future meetings. 

ST. VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY 
Members of our parish’s St. Vincent de Paul 
Society beg for money after Mass from time 
to time. The money collected goes to support 
the needy. Please bring a bit of extra cash 
with you on Beggar’s Sunday, the last 
weekend of every other month, when 
volunteers beg for donations. 

OLOP SOCIETY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 President: Ron Burns 
 1st Vice President: Kevin Darr 
 2nd Vice President: Barbara Garcia 
 Secretary: Terri Darr 
 Treasurer: Gary Sims 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
If you need an announcement made from the 
altar, please contact the office at St. Katharine 
Drexel Parish Center at 223-2970. If you need 
an announcement placed in the church 
bulletin, please contact the Bulletin Editor, 
also at the Parish Center, at 223-2970 or 
bulletin@stkatharinedrexel.com. 

PARISH WEBSITE 
www.stkatharinedrexel.com 

webmaster@stkatharinedrexel.com 

PINE TIMES STAFF 
Ray Waugh, Publisher 
ray_waugh@juno.com or 209-295-1217 
Connie Wright, Production Editor 
cnwright@att.net or 209-223-9525 
Photographer (position vacant) 
Submit comments, compliments, questions, or 
articles to Ray Waugh, Publisher. Material 
submitted via email is very much  appreciated. 

CROSSES 
Joan Nikolai 

One person wears it as jewelry, another chooses it as a tattoo. It is the 
subject of great art work and simple crayon drawings. It is the cross, the 
most recognized symbol of Christianity. 

Through the centuries the cross has taken on many forms. Each unique 
cross points out important aspects of our Christian heritage. In one way 
these crosses help to tell the story of the followers of Christ. 

The following are a few examples. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celtic Cross.  Dating from the Middle Ages, the circle around the arms 
symbolize eternity, salvation and glory. Often attributed to St. Patrick this 
is based more on tradition than fact. 

Maltese Cross.  This cross has 8 points symbolizing the 8 Beatitudes. 
Originally it was the cross of the Knights of the Order of Hospitallers of St. 
John, who tended the sick pilgrims in Jerusalem during the Crusades. 

Crosslet.  Four Latin crosses joined at the center symbolizes the spread of 
the faith. Tradition holds that the crosses represent Matthew, Mark, Luke 
and John. 

Cross with the Alpha and Omega.  A Latin cross with the first and last 
letter of the Greek alphabet symbolizes Christ the Beginning and the End. 
Look for it on the Easter candle. 

St. Andrew Cross.  The national cross of Scotland. Resembles an X. 
Tradition is that Andrew the apostle died on a cross of this shape after 
preaching for 2 days as he hung on the cross. 

The Cross Fleur-de-lis, with a stylized lily at each point, was the royal 
insignia of France. Aspects of faith associated with this cross are the 
Trinity, new life, and the Virgin Mary. 

The Calvary Cross is a Latin cross standing on three steps. It symbolizes 
Jesus risen and reigning. The steps represent the virtues of Faith, Hope 
and Love. 

If you  were to create a cross in this year of 2020 what aspect of our faith 
would you choose to focus on and what shape would your cross have?  

The CROSS represents the greatest act of LOVE. 


